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Reports from members on local government. See Page 3.

CONSENSUS MEETING 

Should prison release include 

automatic restoration of

 the right to vote?

BY ELIZABETH CROWE

An important member consensus 
meeting is coming in February to con-
sider the issue of restoration of voting 
rights for felons. This meeting is 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 2 at the Berea Police and 
Municipal Building, 314 Chestnut St.

LWV “member meetings” are a way 
for us to become informed on an issue, 
decide on a position and take action for 
advocacy or change. Often LWV elects 
to make these meetings open to the pub-
lic as well to further educate the com-
munity and get more people interested 
in what LWV is doing. We did this last 
fall with presentations on land use and 
planning. 

The issue of voting rights for felons 
who have served their time is height-
ened by statistics from the Fletcher 
administration, which imposed stricter 
rules last year for felons who want to 
vote again.

 Gov. Fletcher has restored the rights 
of only seven felons since June, com-
pared to 232 felons for the same period 
in 2004, according to the secretary of 
state’s office. 

The Catholic Conference of Ken-
tucky asked state LWV to help with its 
initiative on felon re-enfranchisement. 
Specifically, the Catholic Conference 
is lobbying for modernization of the 

Kentucky Constitution to allow for au-
tomatic restoration of voter rights for 
felons. The position is also supported 
by such groups as NAACP, Kentuck-
ians for the Commonwealth and the In-
terfaith Alliance of the Bluegrass.

Position Statements 
State LWV’s current position is as 

follows: “Support procedures to in-
form restoration of voting rights for 
convicted felons upon completion of 
their sentence or discharge from pa-
role.”  

The state league has called for con-
sensus reports to amend our position as 
follows: “Support restoration of vot-
ing rights for convicted felons upon 
completion of their sentence or dis-
charge from parole.” 

At the Feb. 2 meeting in Berea, we 
will hear from two special guests. Ed 
Monahan, director of the Catholic Con-
ference of Kentucky will give us some 
background on Section 145 of the Ken-
tucky Constitution, which deals with 
felon re-enfranchisement, and describe 
CCK’s campaign for automatic restora-
tion of voter rights for felons. 

We will also hear from Hasan Davis, 
a Berea resident and chair of the Ken-
tucky Juvenile Justice Advisory Com-
mittee. A graduate of Berea College 
and the University of Kentucky Col-

lege of Law, Davis is a community ac-
tivist, youth advocate and motivational 
speaker.

After the presentations and discus-
sion, LWV members will convene 
separately to decide whether or not to 
support a change in our position. 

Hasan Davis has 
served as chairman of  
the Kentucky Juvenile 
Justice Advisory Board 
since 1999, and is 
a founding board 
member of the Boys 
and Girls Club of 
Madison County.  

Ed Monahan is 
executive director 
of The Catholic 
Conference of KY 
and an attorney who 
has worked in state 
government since 1976 
as a public defender.

Presenters at Feb. 2 meeting

Kentucky Constitution Section 145: 
“ a person convicted of a felony is not 
entitled to vote but felons may have 
their civil rights restored through an 
executive pardon by the Governor.”
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LWV_ EVENTS
g Feb. 2 , 7 p.m. Berea Police 

& Municipal Building Member 
Meeting & Consensus: Restoration 
of Voting Rights for Felons. Speak-
ers Ed Monahan and Hasan 
Davis followed by member con-
sensus on state LWV question.

g Feb. 6,  6:30 p.m. Board 
Meeting; Home of Elizabeth 
Crowe,  507 Center St., Berea

g Feb. 14: National 
LWV 86th Birthday

g March 6, 6:30 p.m. 
Board Meeting. Home 
of Libby Fraas, 28 Foun-
tain Circle, Richmond

g April 7-8 State Council
State LWV meeting at Boone 
Tavern hosted by our League

g April tba Annual Din-
ner & Meeting

VOTER DEADLINES 

Feb. 14 for March Voter
March 14 for April Voter
April 20 for May Voter

The Voter is a monthly publication 
of the League of Women Voters 
of Berea and Madison County. 
To report ideas or corrections, 

contact Voter Editor Libby Fraas 
<libby.fraas@eku.edu> 
or call 859 624-1292. 

E-mail LWV
lwvbmc@yahoo.com

Mail information to 
LWV of Berea & 
Madison County,

P.O. Box 254, Berea, KY 40403.

Copies of the Voter are 
on the Web at

 http://lwvbmc.iclub.org

New services give citizen lobbyists access

The 140th regu-
lar session of the 
General Assem-

bly runs daily through 
March 27, except for the 
Presidents’ Day holiday 
on Feb. 20. After a 10-
day recess, lawmakers 
will reconvene on April 
10 and 11 to consider any 
gubernatorial vetoes.

There’s nothing like 
visiting the state Capitol 
when the legislature is in 
session. My legislative 
reporting students  from 
EKU usually were a bit 
shocked at what they saw on their first 
visit. Their reactions were similar to the 
one described by columnist David Coo-
per, who  wrote in the Jan. 12 Lexington 
Herald-Leader about “gloomy, maze-
like hallways filled with unhealthy-look-
ing people wearing suits and smoking 
cigarettes.” He wondered where “the 
single moms, the motel maids and the 
burger-flippers” were and surmised they 

were too busy working 
three jobs to get to 
Frankfort.

But more interest-
ing than Cooper’s de-
scription  of a Capitol 
visit was this chal-
lenge: “Anyone can 
hang an American flag 
on their house. It takes 
a real patriot to actu-
ally get involved in our 

government, to be a citizen lobbyist, to 
try to make life better for average, hard-
working Kentuckians who don’t have 
the time or ability to get to Frankfort.”

A few of these “citizen lobbyists” do-
slug through each session.  One is Lex-
ington LWV member Cindy Heine, who 
tracks education bills for the Prichard 
Committee. The other is Lisa Abbott, 
who keeps tabs on tax reform and en-
vironmental issues for the Kentuckians 
for the Commonwealth.

But  if you can’t get to Frankfort, 
there are now more ways to tune in.

Free Bill Watch service
One of the new (and free) services 

available this year for those with Inter-
net access is Bill Watch,  which allows 
you to create a profile to track bills on 
topics or keywords or by sponsor. If 
some action is taken on those bills, you 
will get an alert a tracking report.

It took me only a few minutes to 
create a login name and password and 
setup keywords to guide me to bills of 
interest to me, for example HB 380, the 
main budget bill sponsored by Reps. 
Harry Moberly and Jeff Hoover. I will 
get an alert when any action is taken on 
the bill. 

Roll calls now online
In years past, you had to call the 

clerk’s office to find out how your repre-
sentative voted on a certain bill. At long 
last, the Legislative Research Commis-
sion’s Web site provides roll calls.

Go to the LRC Web site <http://www.
lrc.state.ky.us> and choose Legislation 
& Legislative Record then 2006 Reg-
ular Session. Click on PASSED from 
the front screen. When you click on a 
bill number, a summary page gives you 
some info about what the bill does and 
its movement through the legislature. 

At the bottom of that page is a link 
to VOTE HISTORY, which loads a 
PDF file of the voting record of Yeas 
and Nays, as well as abstentions and not 
voting.

Libby Fraas of 
Richmond is a 
board member & 
Voter editor.

Bill Watch is found at the Kentucky government Web site:
http://kentucky.gov/services/billwatch/

◤ D I R E C T O R ’ S   C O R N E R ◥
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Here are five 

reports from LWV  

visits to the first 

meetings of the year 

of  local government 

entities. We thanked 

elected officials 

for their public 

service and  briefly 

explained LWV’s 

mission.  Thanks 

to members who 

attended and  to those 

who submitted their 

reports. Other reports 

will be included in 

the next Voter.

Joan Peoples, Yvonne 
Riding and Harriet 
Bromley attended the 

Jan. 17 regular meeting of 
the Madison County Plan-
ning Commission at the 
courthouse in Richmond. 
Commissioners are Robert 
Farmer, chairman; David 
Bohannan, vice chairman, 
Gary Hart, Paula Maionchi, 
Chandler Combs, Wanda 
Pennington and William 
Witt.   

Two of the items on the 
agenda were requests for 
land use changes.  

Universal Development 
at Igo Road in the area of 
I-75 and U.S. 627 (Boones-
boro Road) wanted the part 
of their property that is 
UC-7 changed to UC-4 so 
it would be consistent with 
the rest of the parcel. This 
was approved with the stip-
ulation that there be a sig-
nificant buffer zone built 
and maintained in perpetu-
ity to protect private houses 
adjacent to the property.

The second item was a  
request from Jack Adams 
on Robbinsville Loop. Ad-
ams wanted a change from 
UC-7 to UC-2 so he could 
build multi-family housing 
on his property. 

Residents pointed out 
that they had moved to 
Robbinsville to live in a 
less densely populated area 
and to be away from the 
problems that can come 

with multifamily housing.  
They presented concerns 
about the drainage and 
sewage problems and the 
amount of traffic the road 
could handle easily. That 
change was not approved.

A third request was for 
permission to put sample 
outbuilding models of 
what the owner sells closer 
to the highway. The com-
mission suggested how the 
proposal for change could 
be made more effective. 
The proposal was not fully 
worked out and will be pre-
sented at a later date when 
more information is avail-
able to the owner. 

The fourth item was a 
preliminary plat exten-
sion at Indigo Run, owned 
by James Carr, which was 
passed with virtually no 
discussion.

I was struck by how 
thoughtful the input of citi-
zens living in the affected 
areas was. They had done 
their homework and pre-
pared maps to support their 
concerns. The planning 
Board members listened 
and asked cogent ques-
tions.  

Particularly revealing 
was hearing about various 
regulations that didn’t ex-
ist before we had land use 
planning. Board member 
Maionchi stressed that the 
board must consider the 
impact of every decision 

it makes, not only for the 
current use of the land but 
also for years in the future. 
She emphasized that the 
board’s decisions, particu-
larly when an exception to 
the regulations, are prec-
edent setting.

 It seemed to me that 
the commission members 
were concerned that their 
decisions be in the best in-
terests of the county. They 
listened to the proposals 
and the objections with a 
thoroughness that reflected 
their concerns for the wel-
fare of the county at large.

I came away with an 
understanding that I would 
need to be aware of the reg-
ulations before I planned a 
change to my own property 
and some understanding of 
how to I would need to go 
about supporting my pro-
posal. It is good to know 
that the commission is 
there to make sure that the 
best interests of the whole 
county are taken into con-
sideration.

 
Madison Co. Planning Commission 1/17/06

 REPORTING HARRIET BROMLEY
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This was a relatively short 
board meeting intended to 
deal with mainly “house-

keeping” items. Because few 
observers were expected, it was 
held at the Central Office con-
ference room instead of the high 
school theater. Superintendent 
Conkin and all board members 
were present except for Jackie 
Burnside. The weather was very 
windy and rainy that night, so 
your League representatives were 
pretty wet when we arrived. We 
were the only members of the 
public present. Everyone agreed 
that attendance under such condi-
tions showed great dedication.

During the regular meeting 
the Board elected Deena Jones 
as chairperson and Cindy Farmer 
as vice chairperson. Superinten-
dent Conklin reviewed the status 
of each member’s tenure on the 
board. The seats held by Cindy 
Farmer, Jackie Burnside and Lin-

da Wagers will 
be up for elec-
tion in November 
2006. The terms 
of Deena Jones 
and Van Gravitt 

will expire in 2008.
The 2006-07 board meeting 

calendar was adopted. All but 
two meetings are scheduled for 
the third Monday of each month, 
7 p.m. in the high school theater. 
The exceptions will be June 29 
and Jan. 2, 2007 when the meet-
ing will begin at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Central Office.

Business items included ap-
proval of reciprocal agreements 
with four other school districts 
whereby state funds for out-of-
district students go with the stu-
dent. The districts are Madison 
County, Rockcastle County, Jack-
son County and Garrard County.

During board comments, 
members who voiced opinions 
seemed pleased with the district’s 
financial status and the general 
morale of the staff.

Elizabeth Crowe presented the 
annual greeting from the League, 
describing some of our recent 

events and plans for future activi-
ties.

Since the agenda was short, 
the meeting was short as well. 
After adjournment, however, we 
all sat around for some time and 
discussed topics of mutual inter-
est. In particular,  Superintendent 
Conkin was interested in the 
League’s plans for lobbying the 
2006 legislature. He described 
some of the “talking points” 
documents he has received from 
state educational organizations 
and agreed to forward copies to 
the League.

The next meeting of the Berea 
Board of Education will be  Feb. 
20. Board members encouraged 
us to send League observers to 
their meetings on a regular basis.

The Richmond City Commis-
sion traditionally begins its 
bi-monthly meetings with 

an invocation by an invited rep-
resentative from a local church. 
On this occasion we heard from 
the Rev. Birch Rambo, Episcopal 
Church of Our Saviour. He ex-
plained that his church conducts 
two services, one in the morning 
in English and another in the eve-

ning in Spanish. He then offered 
his prayer: first in English, then 
in Spanish. To this untrained ear 
his Spanish sounded fluent, au-
thentic and beautiful.  I think it 
made a positive impression on all 
present.

All four commissioners and 
Mayor Lawson were present at 
the meeting, although Mr. Brew-
er arrived late.

The agenda included consider-
ation of a policy to set aside 20 
percent of the annual budget in a 
reserve fund to be used only in 
emergency. The policy was ap-
proved by a 4 – 1 vote with Com-
missioner Barnes voting “no” be-
cause it did not include language 
specifying how the fund would 
be accessed.

In other business the commis-
sion hired a new After-School 
Childcare Worker, authorized 
sale of an easement on Duncan-
non Lane to the Kentucky Trans-

Berea School Board 1/2/06
 REPORTING JOAN PEOPLES

Richmond City Commission 1/10/06
 REPORTING JOAN PEOPLES

Continued on next page
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County Judge Executive 
Kent Clark called the 
meeting to order, and 

the court approved the minutes 
and the treasurer’s report. Larry 
Combs was absent broken rib in-
juries from an accident.

The first business was a report 
from the Madison County Plan-
ning Commission on the request 
of Robert and Janice Day to 
change the land use designation 
of a 30-acre tract of land at Hwy 
627 (Boonesboro Road) and Lost 
Fork Road from UC7 agriculture 
to UC3 general commercial. The 
property is about a mile from 
Exit 95 on I-75. 

The request had been rejected 
by the Madison County Planning 
Commission at its meeting on 
Dec. 20. The planning commis-
sion made a recommendation  to 
deny the change because the area 
was primarily residential and 
not ready for development and a 
change to non-conforming use.

A resident of the area and op-
ponent of the land-use change, 
Mary Adkins, appeared before 
the court to echo the commis-
sion’s denial. She also presented 
a petition from the neighborhood.

Will Linder presented the plans 
for a new building for the Berea 
branch of the Madison County 

Library. The 14,000 square-foot 
building will replace the 4,000 
square feet in the present build-
ing which is plagued with roof 
leaks and mold and has unus-

able basement space. The pres-
ent building also does not meet 
the state minimum standards of 
13,000 to 15,000 square feet for 
a city Berea’s size. The cost of $2 
million can be funded without 
additional tax according to the 
report.

In other actions, the court 
approved the reappointment of 
Eddy Pullins to the Madison 
County Airport Board, and John 
Clark and Wanda Pennington for 
a full term on the Madison Coun-
ty Utilities Board.

Clark announced a $1,000 do-
nation to the All A Classic bas-
ketball tournament to be held 
Feb. 1, 2, 3 at EKU and urged all 
to attend the Bybee Chili Bowl 
event at Acton Folk Center in 
Berea, Jan. 27.

The Road Department an-

nounced the employment of Wil-
liam Moore as a concrete work-
man at $8.50 to $9.50 per hour 
and Vernon Mays as a truck driv-
er at $8 per hour.

Solid Waste Coordinator Bob 
Rasmusson reported that litter 
had been picked up on 800 miles 
of county roads; 50 pounds of 
mercury had been brought in; 
and 150 dead large animals had 
been disposed of.

A representative of Emergency 
Services reported on damage as 
the result of straight-line winds at 
100 miles per hour during a Jan. 
2 storm. The Red Cross has been 
helping and there was one family 
looking for a home.

Joan Peoples spoke for the 
LWV expressing gratitude for 
their service. She noted that 
LWV had been a significant part 
of the approval of the library tax 
in Madison County and recount-
ed an impressive list of our recent 
activities and accomplishments.

Madison Co. Fiscal Court 1/10/06
 REPORTING BETTY WRAY

portation Dept., and heard the 
first reading of a re-vamped Per-
sonnel Policy for the city.  

Other issues discussed includ-
ed scaling back plans for a new 
fire station because an anticipat-
ed grant was not large enough; a 
bird roosting problem near EKU; 
renewal of the garbage collec-
tion contract; progress on the new 

golf course and swimming pool 
at the Gibson Bay/Lake Reba 
park complex; road problems in 
the Four-Mile Road area; and 
an upcoming meeting by a local 
Rails-To-Trails group.  

It appeared that Cecile 
Schubert and I were the only 
non-government persons in atten-
dance. After the meeting, several 
officials and employees stopped 
to chat and express appreciation 
for the LWV’s work.

Richmond City Commission Report
Continued from  previous page OOPS ...

Richmond City Commission meets on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. at City 
Hall. Please change the meeting time in your copy of 
A Citizen’s Guide to Elected Officials.

Also please add LWV member Yvonne Riding to your 
e-mail list <ridingy@earthlnk.net>

Please report corrections in our publications or Web 
site to Libby Fraas at <lfraas@adelphia.net>.
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2005-06 BOARD
President
Elizabeth Crowe 985-0641
elizabeth@cwwg.org 
Secretary
Annriette Stolte 986-9032
annriette@mis.net
Treasurer
Pat Jones 986-8135
patriciabjones@earthlink.net
Directors
Harriet “Jenny” Bromley 623-5007
harrietbromley@bellsouth.net
Jeanne Hibberd 986-1512
jmhibberd@hindmansettlement.org
Libby Fraas  624-1292
libby.fraas@eku.edu
Mae Suramek  985-3110
mae_suramek@berea.edu

OFF-BOARD
Membership 
Elise Andre 986-4569
elise_andre@berea.edu
Telephone Tree
Mary Ann Johnstone 986-8156
petebob@mis.net
Chair, Nominating Committee
Nancy Hindman 985-0022 
nancy.hindman@eku.edu
Mail & Communications
Joan Peoples 986-9088
peoplesjc@iclub.org

LWV of Berea & Madison County
P.O. Box 254
Berea, KY 40403

Board members 
attending were 
Patricia Bald-

win,  Becky Coyle, Jim-
my Lakes, Doug Whit-
lock attending. Betsy 
Bohannon was absent.

The meeting was 
called to order by Supt. 
Michael Caudill. Caudill 

recognized Jimmy Lakes’ 
tenure as chair and re-
viewed the board’s 2005 
accomplishments. Fol-
lowing the review, Doug 
Whitlock was elected 
chair and Betsy Bohan-
non vice-chair for 2006

The consent agenda 
was approved included 
the approval of claims, 
leaves of absences, per-
sonnel actions and tech-

nology purchases.
The action agenda 

items were discussed as 
follows.

Four out-of-state field 
trips were approved pro-
posed by various teachers. 
They included a trip to Eu-
rope by Madison Middle 
School, a trip to a Myrtle 

Beach competition for 
the Clark-Moores Middle 
School dance team; and a 
trip to “America Sings” in 
Stone Mountain, Ga., by 
Madison Central choral 
students.

A report on the $2.2 
million construction proj-
ect at Kirksville Elemen-
tary School was approved. 
It will include seven new 
classrooms.

The board revised its 
policy regarding the ap-
proval of school-related 
student trips. It allows 
out-of-state trips of five  
or less school days to 
be approved by the su-
perintendent and not the 
School Board.  

During the meeting, 
the school’s fi-
nancial staff re-
ported a balance 
in the general 
fund of $36 mil-
lion, including 
$14.5 million 

in construction funds. A 
special meeting was set 
for Monday, Jan. 30 to 
discuss budget issues.  

LWV member Libby 
Fraas provided an update 
and distributed copies 
of the 2006 A Citizen’s 
Guide to Local Officials.

Madison Co. School Board 1/12/06
 REPORTING YVONNE RIDING

g Should ex-cons 
get right to vote? 
Feb. 2  consensus 
meeting in Berea

g LWV reports 
on Jan. 2006 
meetings


